Western on TV

Posted by billywhiz - 2007/10/20 20:46

This thread discusses the Content article: Western on TV

After seeing this video, | am on a diet

Re:Western on TV

Posted by admin - 2007/10/20 21:30

singing as the love walrus did (barry white for the younger amongst us)...
'Don't go changing to try and please us...we love you just the way you are' B)

Re:Western on TV

Posted by billywhiz - 2007/10/20 22:20

thanx

but seriously, if | expect my horses to run faster and perform well. | need to take a reality check and start getting fitter.

Re:Western on TV

Posted by Roland - 2007/10/21 07:03

hey great looking video nice to see very positive images, just one criticism, the history of the QH!!! the spanish horses
did not mix with the mustangs the mustang is'nt
a wild horse its a feral horse a product of the horses that escaped from the conquisidores and other early settlers.

Re:Westernon TV

Posted by John - 2007/10/21 07:56

Thanks for the info on the evolution of the QH Roland - | was given the info some years ago in the U.S. - seems | was
given a bum steer. Now where did that expression come from ?

| am joining my good friend "'The member from Billywhiz' on a diet ....perhaps we should start R.A. - Reiners Anonymous -
nah , on second thoughts we don't need another organisation :) - I'll just eat less

Have a good day - John

Re:Westernon TV

Posted by BLACKJACK - 2007/10/21 08:13

| have had to lose 3 stone and have another 1 to go before | can get on my youngster a quarter horse x thoroughbred:(
the final straw is when | wanted lessons and they didnt have anything that would carry my weight

Re:Western on TV

Posted by scotty - 2007/10/21 16:44
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Just watched this and it was certainly a good promo for western.
Out of interest (because | don't know anybody) who is shown on the video, apart obviously from Bob and John who were
interviewed? Billywhiz - you mention going on a diet, so | assume you're featured?

I loved what Bob said regarding his visit to the hunting yard when they wouldn't take him seriously unless he was
charging across country etc. This is so typical but hopefully it will change in time as more people take it up and lose that
slightly sneery attitude to Western.

I've spent some time now researching the Wes situation in the UK and one of the issues that's been flagged up is the
huge gap between the best and the worst Wes trainers. This of course applies also to 'English’ but it's easier to move on
and find somebody better in that world. I'm not trying to be controversial here but | was told by a leading exponent of wes
riding that there are 'trainers' in the UK who don't have a good enough understanding themselves to be able to teach
others. Perhaps as the sport grows the criteria for trainers could be tougher?

Re:Western on TV

Posted by billywhiz - 2007/10/21 18:09

| am the big chap wearing the light checked coloured shirt.

As regards the difference in level of the trainers. Even the trainers at the lower end of the scale have something to offer
novice riders and they all have an understanding of what they teaching for riders to be able get started. When you start
upping your game, then you find you are looking for more from your trainer and it is time to move on. This is the same all
over the world and a really good trainer will no when to direct the rider to their new mentor.

Re:Western on TV

Posted by campbh - 2007/10/21 20:45

| think we should be really proud of our western trainers - I've worked with a number of English trainers in the past who
don't deserve the label of 'teacher' or 'instructor', so little thought went in to what they proposed...

Great to see an advertorial for western! I'd been feeling a bit down, | took my QH on a charity ride a week ago, a
fabulous occasion with around 200 participants, but everyone from an English perspective was fixated on my saddle, a
couple of people after more than 3 mins of conversation actually started asking about my horse and its breeding and
capabilities, but most were making crass comments about cowboys and the gear while demonstrating appalling
understanding of horses via their own riding - I'm massively keen for western to gain ongoing momentum in the UK but
experiences like that are just so disappointing :blink:

Re:Western on TV

Posted by billywhiz - 2007/10/21 21:06

It is dissappointing that there are still people that sereotype western riding, however most negative comments are in my
experience due to either jealousy or fear. My wife had a comment made to her that "sliding | dont see the point of it". In
reply she pointed out that other than to have fun she did not see the point in hunting. Conversation over.

Re:Western on TV

Posted by billywhiz - 2007/10/21 21:07

It is dissappointing that there are still people that sereotype western riding, however most negative comments are in my
experience due to either jealousy or fear. My wife had a comment made to her that "sliding | dont see the point of it". In
reply she pointed out that other than to have fun she did not see the point in hunting. Conversation over.
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Re:Western on TV

Posted by hunterrookie - 2007/10/21 21:38

Don't despair CampBH, it seems we have to spend a lot of time educating 'english’ riders - as a fellow 'half and half' rider
| understand your frustration. We're on an english yard and when we get our mare out to ride you can sense everyone
else rolling their eyes at the ‘cowboys'. But they're all dead jealous of our chilled, responsive little horse who can turn in a
box made of short poles, move sideways and backwards on a loose rein and open that awkward gate into the outdoor
school without us having to get off!

Best of all, we've got a few mates who are into that most macho of english equestrian sports, team chasing, and they're
always quizzing us about how to turn at speed:)

Re:Westernon TV

Posted by Isobelj - 2007/10/28 08:03

Hi

two points;

1. Sponsored diet in aid of the Vardon Trust? My jeans are shrinking too...

2.Yes Hunterrookie, campbh, people in our experience too only see the saddle and are very surprised (and
envious)when they see how much easier life is with a cool western attitude.
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